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D r. Marionle Virginia Freeman Narrod passed away June 12, 2020 at age 95. She

was born October 5 1924 in Orlando Florida to Beatrice May Johnson
Freeman and Marion Lee Freeman. She was woman with an interest in science,

gardening, and protecting the environment. She had a strong personality and a sense

for justice, equality, and volunteered at numerous organizations. During the
McCarthy hearings she was thrown out of congress as she could not stop laughing at

how ridiculous they were. She was a friend to people from many nations and
cultures, and was known to all by her smile. She is proceeded in death by her

husband Dr. Stuart Allan Narrod, who died Dec 24, 2018. They were married 61 years.

She graduated from Conrad High School in Delaware in the early 40’s and was the class
valedictorian. Upon graduation she moved to Washington, DC to work as a secretary in the War
Department and was based in a Quonset hut along the reflecting pool. She put herself through

college while working at the FDA testing drugs and cosmetics. She attended George Washington
University and received her master’s degree is 1949 and her PhD in Pharmacology in 1953. At that
time, she was one of four women in her medical school classes.

Throughout her career her research focused on metabolic studies and understanding absorption
rates of drugs and fecal and plasma excretion rates. Through her research life she focused on the

drug methotrexate and how it impacted cancer and later rheumatoid arthritis. She did her post-
doctorate work at National Institute of Heath at the Cancer Institute. This is where she met her
husband Stuart. Upon marriage in 1958 they moved to Boston and she continued her research at

the Jimmy Fund / Dana Farber Cancer Institute. Later they moved to Oxford for Stuart’s post-
doctorate work and she continued her research at Christ Church University. In 1963 she and

Stuart moved to Wayne, Pennsylvania to a home they built that backed up to what is now the
McKaig Nature Center and raised their daughters. The family attended Main Line Unitarian
Church since 1963, where she taught Sunday school and was a member of the Memorial Garden

Committee.
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While in Pennsylvania she continued her research working at Woman’s Medical College, Fox
Chase Cancer Institute, Albert Einstein Medical Center and was an affiliate at University of

Pennsylvania Department of Pharmacology. She was active in Wayne Woods Garden club, the
Equestrian club, and led her kids local 4-H club. Throughout her life she was an avid traveler

exploring England, France, Germany, Belgium, Russia, Israel, Mexico and many of the states and
National parks throughout the U.S. She enjoyed knitting, sewing, searching for fossils along the
Chesapeake Bay and Delaware Canal, hiking the Horseshoe and Appalachian trails, bird watching

at Hawk Mountain, and visiting family throughout Pennsylvania, in Delaware, Maryland, South
Carolina, and California.

In the early 1980’s Stuart joined a Medical Practice in Milford Delaware where she continued her
research alongside her husband experimenting with methotrexate to reduce rheumatoid arthritis.
She was an active member of the Milford garden club and their president for several years. As

president she championed the use of composted poultry manure in gardens in the eastern shore
so as to reduce nitrogen loads in the Chesapeake Bay. She rallied local poultry farmers to support
this effort and ran it for many years until she moved back to Pennsylvania. She raised funds to

install solar energy for the Milford Nature Center. She was also for several years President of
Delaware State National club. She and Stuart participated in the Milford Square Dancing group.

When Stuart retired they return full time to the family home in Pennsylvania. While retired she
volunteered at Longwood Gardens, reconnected with the Wayne Woods Garden club for which
she served as president for several years, a member and president for several years of the Main

Line Chrysanthemum society, and was a reading tutor to kids at risk at Roberts Elementary
School.

She survived by her daughters Nancy Pantziris (Tony) and Clare Narrod (Scott Malcolm),
grandchildren Peter and Ian Pantziris and Tycho and Fiona Narrod-Malcolm, nephew Daniel
Reider, and nieces Laura Reider and Sharon Bundura. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made

to the Narrod Family & Friends Charitable Gift Fund, which has been established at the McKaig
Nature Center located behind the family home. The goal of the fund is to honor the legacy of

Marionle & Stuart Narrod and to expand a sense of action through nature education and
exploration in McKaig Nature Center. https://www.enjoymckaig.org/content.aspx?
page_id=301&club_id=383980
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A celebration of her life will be planned for later in the year when COVID-19 is less of a concern.
Meanwhile here is the link to Stuart’s Celebration of life where family and friends shared fun

stories of both of them https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KONCJwMVi1g
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Clare Narrod shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

Marianle Virginia Freeman Narrod's celebration of life took place April 9, 2022 at the

Main Line Unitarian Church in Devon. Pa where she attended most of life. It was

followed by bench dedication in both my parents memory. By the time of the

service the weather broke and it ended up being a beautiful day for the park bench

dedication for my parents in McKaig Nature Center on Sat. They both had full lives!The celebration

of life for my mom was full of wonderful stories from family members and friends.Marianle's

service April 9th, 2021 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tP7H4Cpzpdc

April 14 at 5:06 AM

MD Margaret D. sent a sympathy card to the Narrod family.

April 24 at 12:09 PM

MD Margaret Davis posted:

Marion Narrod was a volunteer in my kindergarten classroom for many years. She was so kind and

patient. She was so eager to do whatever I asked of her. She was dedicated and such a delight to

work with. I still think of her often and miss her greatly. She was such a special person. ~ Margie

Davis, Roberts Elementary, Wayne, PA

April 24 at 11:58 AM
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NS Nagila  Sarmento posted:

I met Doctor Narrod back in 2019 ( 09/11 - Wednesday) to be more accurate. At the time she was

living at the V.A. in Salt Lake City. There are so much I could share about Doctor Narrod, and the

time we spent together. She has changed my life in so many ways, and its impossible to describe

it. She was so kind, funny, and smart. Someone who accomplished so much in life, but never

asked for any special treatment.I remember one day that she was not feeling super well. It was a

particular difficult day for her. But she never ever complained about anything. I remember that

after helping her with a few things that day, she asked me to come closer to her, and she held my

hand and said: "I want to apologize for putting you through this. You help me so much, and I am so

grateful you are here." I looked at her, and I said: " I dont want to be anywhere else, and you do not

need to apologize Doctor Narrod. Everything is fine!"Even during days that she was not feeling

super well, she never ever was upset at anything or anyone. I admire her so much. For me, Doctor

Narrod is someone above average. She is the top 5% of any class. She is gold! Her heart is pure

gold!She loved when I did her nails, brought my vinyl records, and we played some of my old

Frank Sinatra records, had ice cream together, talked about flowers, and my homework :) LolEvery

time I had to leave, I sat by her side and explained that I had to leave because I had classes. She

would say: Please, dont go. Stay her, you can sleep over :) One day, I said: Doctor Narrod, I need

to leave now!. She asked me: Why? Where are you going to? I explained that I was going to the U

of U for a lecture. She said: wait, I am going with you. I wanna know what teachers are teaching in

class nowadays :) oh how I wish I has taken her to one of my lectures, or labs.The last day I spent

with her, we did our normal routine: Dinner, puzzles, read the news, attended a little concert at the

V.A. and I helped her to get ready for bed. She liked watching cooking shows. When was time for

me to leave, I helped her to get in bed, and I said: Doctor Narrod, its time for me to leave. She

asked me to sit by her bed, and she held my hand, and said: " We make such a great team." I will

never forget it. I looked at her, and I said: " Yes, we do Doctor Narrod", and I kissed her forehead,

and gave her a huge, like I always did before I left.I miss her. I think about her daily. She loved her

husband, her girls, her grand kids, and she was kind to everyone. This world is not the same

anymore because she is not here physically, but I am glad she is back to the place she loved so

dearly.Doctor Narrod was a gift to the world.Nagila Alencar

July 12 at 3:20 PM
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Clare Narrod shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. April 14 at 5:06 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Marianle by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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